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Congress, where he took his seat in May, 1813.
There were then many able men in the House.
Mr. Clay was Speaker, and on the floor were
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves and William
Lowndes of South Carolina, Forsyth and Troup of
Georgia, Ingersoll of Pennsylvania, Grundy of
Tennessee, and McLean of Ohio, all conspicuous
in the young nationalist war party. Macon and
Eppes were representatives of the old Jeffersonian
Republicans, while the Federalists were strong in
the possession of such leaders as Pickering of
Massachusetts, Pitkin of Connecticut, Grosvenor
and Benson of New York, Hanson of Maryland,
and William Gaston of North Carolina. It was a
House in which any one might have been glad to
win distinction. That Mr. Webster was consid-
ered, at the outset, to be a man of great promise
is shown by the fact that he was placed on the
Committee on Foreign Relations, of which Mr.
Calhoun was the head, and which, in the war
time, was the most important committee of the.
House.

Mr. Webster's first act was a characteristic one.
Early in June he introduced a set of resolutions
calling upon the President for information as to
the time and mode in which the repeal of the
French decrees had been communicated to our
government. His unerring sagacity in singling
out the weak point in. his enemy's armor and in
choosing his own keenest weapon* was never bet-
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